CHAPTER THREE 


„Апа They Grew and Wad Strong 


When the earth awakens to the call of Spring there is a new breath 
of life in the air. Trees and plants don colorful new wardrobes and 
men lift up their heads with fresh courage to face life. 

Such was the case in Provo Valley as Spring came in 1860. Those 

who had endured their first winter in the valley eagerly set out to plant 
new crops, improve their log homes and visit once again in the lower 
valleys. 
‘As better weather came, so also did an influx of new settlers. News 
that grain crops had matured encouraged many to come, and others 
were anxious to secure homes and water rights while good land was still 
available. They came for many reasons, but each possessed a pioneering 
spirit and each heart burned with the desire to carve from the earth a 
piece of freedom—freedom from want and freedom to worship God. 

Before the original group left Provo City in 1859 they had ap- 
pointed William Meeks as their leader. He never established a home in 
the valley and so early in the Spring of 1860 William Madison Wall was 
appointed as presiding elder in the valley. He chose as his counselors 
John M. Murdock and James Laird. Since all those in the valley were 
Latter-day Saints they looked to their Church leaders as legislative and 
judicial officials also. 

As summer came in June of 1860 there were more than 200 people 
living and working in the new valley. The greater part of what was 
called the “North Field” was put into cultivation and good crops were 
raised. 
Early in July the people began talking about celebrating July 24th 
in commemoration of the ріопеег'ѕ entry into Great Salt Lake Valley 13 


years previously. 
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The idea won immediate approval and everyone began to work with 
vigor on the project. Logs were brought from the hills and stone was 
quarried for the fireplaces and chimneys. Through the enthusiasm of the 
people the building was completed on time and used in the “Pioneer Day” 


celebration. 
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